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Contamination, seen and unseen
 
Local, state and federal efforts join to clean up Lake Washington site 

By Dean A. Radford 
Journal Reporter 

ake Washin gton' s
 
decades as an industrial
 
workhorse are mostly
 
over, but it still bears the
 

scars on its surface and in its sedi­
ments. 

Poking"up in the lake between 
Renton and.Mercer Island are pil ­
ings left over from dec ades of 
holding massive log-s torage yards 
in place on the lake. 

Unseen but captured on under­
water video is a huge slug of coal 
tar that was spilled into the lake 
decades ago fro m abarge docked 
at the end of a long T-pier off north 
Renton. 

Those pilings and the pile of coal 
tar could become history, too, 
under cleanup plans proposed by 
local , state and federal officials. So 
will similar contaminants at the GETTING ... EPA official Lynda Priddy, left. and 
state 's newest federal Superfund Robert Cugini. whose family co·ownsSTARTEDsite on shore. . the Ouendall Terminals property, stand 

Alook at near a pond on the Superfundsite on 
Lake Washington innorth Renton what will be 
that's home to waterfowl andturtles involved in 

This roughly 65 acres, with about a mile andhelps contain runoff from thesite. thecleanup
of waterfront, is just west of the 44th Street processNortheast exit off Inters tate 405 between ... Abandoned boats. including this 

for the Renton an d Bellevue. one on the shoreof the Ouendall 
Ouendall It's some of th e most desirable lakefront Terminals site on Lake Washington. 
Terminalsproperty on the lake and will become home are a commonproblemand a poten­
Superfund tial threat to the environment. 

See CO NTAMINATION,A7 site, A6 
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Contamination: Restoration has taken yt
 
CONTINUED FROM A1 family owns on the lake. 

The Cuginis and Allen have , 
to the Seattle Seahawks in 200B. sp ent millions of dollars to 

But the land - three dis ­ clean up c o n ta m in an t s on 
tinc t parcels - has environ­ their properties. 
mental issues, not surp rising, "Th e bigger th ing is to look 
cons idering logs were milled at what it could be ," Cugini 
there, coal tar was turned into said. 
creos ote, and wood, includ­ His family now is planning 
in g t e le phon e pole s , was an upscale residentialdevel­
tr eated with p reservatives. opment on the Barb ee Mill site. 

Just to the north is the 23­Years spent on legal issues acre Quendall Terminals site, 
Years and even careers have the s tate' s newest fe de r a l 

been spent dealing with the Superfund site. It doesn't feel, 
legal issues and trying to get look or smell like one of the 
the contamination cleaned up , most heavily contaminated 
with significant s uccess and s ites in the nation. 
at a cost of millions of dollars. But it's not the senses that 

The 23 ac res where Paul will determine what eventu­
Allen will plunk his Seahawks ally happens there. 
have bee n c leaned u p a nd The lake is an incubator for 
there are new native plants numerous fish species and is 
growing n ea r the s ho r e . A home to endangered fish ru ns . 
power line separates his land It 's a favorite for boaters and 
from the Superfund site . It's water s kiers. About two miles 
unlikely any contaminati on away is the mouth of the Cedar 
move s between the two. River, which, according to offi­

Res e arche rs from Texas cials, supports the largest sock­
A&M Univers ity (the same one eye run in the Lower 48 states. . "The active log sorting is The co al tar was produced Sta
that challenged the Seahawks' Th ere are two swimming all above ground," he said. decades ago as a byp rodu ct 1use of th e 12th Man flag) will holes within a half-mil e of the Th e yard is on a month-to ­ o f the coal-fi red el ec t ri cal re n take samples of th e lake's sed­ s ite , Ne wcastle Beach and month lease, Cugini said. p lant at Seattle's Gasworks ashiments in July, as will adive Kennydale Beach . But what's uns een - under­ Park on Lake Union. ' jec1team with the fede ral Environ­ For those reasons, the lake ground - could kill or at least Nea rby are s o me o f t he fro: mental Protection Agency. is not ignored by government make someone very s ick. hundreds of pilings once used 

Now here else is the lake regulators. There's coal tar and creosote to corral the lo gs waiting for frOJ 
wluexposed to such potentially moving slowly t owar d the the Barb ee Mill. Contaminationnot apparent the dead ly to x ins, officials say, lake. It's the raw material that What happens to those is are alt hough sewage lin es have But the site defies stereo­ went into making creosote at de te rmined by the state De­
SO l'l types. Th ere a re no rustingbroken, s pilling hu man waste the Reilly Tar and Coal Co. partment of N a t u r a l Re ­

into the lake. The wood waste barrels of toxic chemicals and decades ago. In some places, sources, which manages the 
(thr in the Lake off the now-gone no bubbl ing cesspools , it 's 4 fe e t to 6 fe e t deep, lake' s sediment, but no t the 

Barbee Mill was ty pical of alt hough a toxic sheen on the according to the EPA. actual water. ou t 
what was found near other shoreline speaks to the cont­ About 100 of the pilings and E 

mu. former mills . amination on s hore . Tainted groundwater so-call ed dolphins (p ili ngs
Wat erfowl and turtles have Ecology department stud­ ro ped together) remain in the alth

Seeingthe potential sizfmade a home near the lake in ies of several y ears ' ago lake. They are a navigational
A bi gge r prob le m is the a pond designed to capture revealed that groundwater ­ hazard and are fallin g apart, pro, 

derelict boats left abandoned runoff fro m the site . which flows to the lake - is but th ey don 't contain cre ­ Isla 
or was hed up on th e lake 's Work goes on at a log-sort­ contaminated at depths up to oso te, said Monica Durki n, the 1 
shore. Th e state is working to ing yard, with ruts dug in to 50 feet. DNR's land manager for Lake re te 
remove tw o dry docks aban­ the gr ound. But the workers An d then the r e ' s th at Washington. indi 
do ned in the lake and now a there aren't at risk of expo­ unknown amount of coal ta r Durk in has us e d glo bal Mill 
hazard to boaters. sure to the toxins, which are that was spille d into the la ke positio ning to plot the pili ngs bu t 

Robert Cugi ni, whose fa m­ under several feet of soil, said about 200 feet offshore. and will apply for the s tate Cug 
il y co-owns t h e Quendall Brian Sato, who as a project Th e re mnants of the cre ­ p erm its this month that are 560 
Te rminals site and operated manager for the s ta te Depar t­ osote-m anufactu r ing opera­ needed to remove the m. 1 
the Barbee Mill next door for mcnt o f Eco logy onc e was tion contains cancer-caus ing The actual removal wo uld clea 
decades, s ees the po ssibilities respons ible for the Qucndall b e nze ne , a long with o th e r occur between July and next rem 
in the ro ug h ly 42 acres his s ite for the state. hig hly toxic compounds. winter duri ng a "fish window." \", 0 ( 

Two drydocks, including this partially submerged one, sit off the Ouendall Termi 
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estoration has taken years, cost millions
 

Matt BrashearslJournal 
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They also removed about 54 
tons of potentially contaminat­
ed soil from the mill property 
that contained contaminants. 

The ci ty of Renton at one 
point considered taking tem­
p o r a r y ownersh ip o f t he 
Quendall Terminals site in 
order to apply for government 
grants to pay for the cleanup, 
estimated at $30 million. 

The idea then was to sell it 
to Paul All en , who wo ul d 
develop a multiuse develop­

.ment. But that didn' t pan out 
after he and the Cuginis could­
n't agree on a sale price, and 
the land remains in the hands 
of the Cugini family and the 
out-of-state J .H. Baxter family. 

Unfinished cleanup plan 
Th ere 's little left to the 

imagination about Quendall 
Terminals. Studied for decades, 
the site was turned over to the 
federal Environmental Protec­

Iffi­ Twodry docks, including thispartiallvsubmergedone, sit off the Ouendall Terminalssite.waiting for removal. tion Agency by the state De­
,ck-' partment of Ecology last year. 
:es. < "The active log sorting is The coal tar was produced state will removepilings Ro bert Cug ini is getting 
ing all above ground," he said. decades ago as a byproduct frustrated.

The state will pay for thethe The yard is on a month-to­ of the coal-fired el ectrical He and the s tate never set­
re moval, using money setmd month lease, Cugini said. plant at Seattle's Gasworks tled on a cleanup plan, despite 
as ide for lake restoration pro­But what's unseen - under­ Park on Lake Union. " spending five years "and a lot
jects. The mo ney will comeike ground - could kill or at least Nearby are s ome of the of money" develop ing one, he 
from the state, rather thanent make s omeone very sic k. hundreds of pilings once use d said. Now, the EPA will take
from the Cuginis and others There 's coal tar and cre os ote to co rr al the logs waiting for several months getting up to who had state leas es to use movi ng s lowly t oward the the Barbee Mill. speed on , what research has.mt the lake, because the leas es lake. It's the raw material that What happens to those is been done, and determining 

eo­ are old and would take time to went into making creosote at determined .by the state De­ its validity. In essence, the 
ing sort out , Durkin said.the Reilly Tar and Coal Co. par tment o f Natura l Re ­ EPA will have to vouch for 
I.Ild "I would rather just s eedecades ago . In some places, so urces, which manages the the work done by the state. 
Is , (t he pilings an d do lphins) getit's 4 feet to 6 fe et deep, lake 's sediment, but no t the "We aren't throwing i t 
the out quickly," she said. according to the EPA. actual water. away ," Lynda Priddy, the 
,nt- She do esn 't yet kn ow howAbout 100 of the pilings and EPA's project manager, said of Tainted groundwater much the project will cost,so-called dolph in s (pi lings th e work that 's already done. 
ive although it could be "decent­Ecology department stud­ rope d together) remain in th e On the p lus side, with fed­

sized." Also working in the~ in ies of several years ' ago lake. They are a navigational eral j urisdiction co mes the 
project are Renton, MercerHe revealed that groundwater ­ hazard and are falli ng apart, potential that money from the 

which flows to the lake - is but they don't contain cre­ Is land and King County. Superfund program will help 
lct­ contaminated at depths up to osote, said Monica Durkin, the There's al ready success in pay for the cleanup. 
ito 50 feet. DNR's land manager for Lake returning the lake to its pre­ That's tempered by the fact 
2rs And t h e n there's t hat Washington. . industria l days. The Barb ee that the nation has dozens of 
)0­ unknown amount of coal tar Dur kin has us ed global Milf stuck out over the lake, such s it es and the cleanup
ire that was spilled into the lake positioning to plot the pilings but now it ' s go ne and the must compete with other gov­
tid about 200 feet offshore . and will apply for the s tate Cuginis have restored about ernment programs for support. 
~ct The remnan ts of the cre­ permits this month that are 560 feet of shoreline. 
.rt­ osote-manufacturing opera­ need ed to remove them. The Cuginis, as part of the ir Dean Radford covers 
"as tion contains cance r-causing The ac tual removal would cleanup of the Barbee :VIiII site, Renton. He can be reached at 
all benzene, along with oth er occ ur between July and next removed dozens of pilings and dean. radford@ki ng coun ly 

highly toxic compounds. winter during a "fish window." woo dy debris from the lake. jO'U'171.aLcom or 2.5.']-872-6719. 
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'The bigger thing is to look at wha
 
ROBERT CUGINI. WHOSE FAMILY CO'OWNSTNE QUEN DALL TERMINALSSITE 

QUENDALL TERMINALS: AS IT WA!
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ay D••n A. Radford Re n to n and the out-of-stun­ ll'Ctl't1 is st ill usable, he said. 
;curnal Recorter .1. 11. Ba xter family, are n" goti· This summe r, till' EP.\ will 

a r in ,~ rlu - stud ies that will he map out a com munity involve­
TIlt' (vI!t' ra l Ell\' in,ll ll lt 'll l ;t! dtJIH' O il the- 'ii t (' contum iun ­ rn en r pla n to ex p ln i n t ilt' 

Pru tr-c-r io n .\~I · II ( ·Y \\ ill invo k e Ilou an d wlla l t I'(..h ll u l o:~~;: t.'s will p ro c{'s:-> and I he issue-s t o t he 
'h t~ p ublic i ll pl .u uu ng f()r the ill' used 10 ch -nn i r ti p . p ub li c a nd to li s t ( ' onLI('( S 
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hing is to look at what it could be.'
 
ROBERT CUGIHI. 'NHOSEFAMILY CO-oWHS THEOUEHDALL TERMINALS SITE 

QUENDALL TERMINALS: AS IT AS 

• .. 
cleanup processu I )
 

This historical photo shows the 
Barbee Mill at lower right. with its 
large loq-storaqe yardsvisible in 
l ake Washington. and acreosote­
manufacturing plant at the top on 
what's known today as the 
Ouendall Terminalssite. 

Cugini family photo 

u eu• 
st at e leer ed is sti ll usable, he said. 
:-got i­ This summer, tilt' EP A will 
ill be map out a community invo lve­
nina ­ 1nt.' HI p la n t o e x pl a in t i ll' 

.s will P I"OC('SS and the lssucs to tl u ­
publ it- uu d I n lis t. ( ' o ULle l s 

_ n • • • •• .• :.1 



1 l UI.cU,lUll .l1. l:)C'Il ....,y ....1111l1 "'H V ~ tion and what technologies will 
the public in planning for the be used to clean it up. 
cleariup of the highly contam- Late r, the pa rti es will s ign 
i,na ted Quendal.1Temli.nals site . agree me nts o n the actua l 

Officials believe that slicks like these 01 
tion, such as creosote and coal tar, at It 

on Lake Waslu ngton III north 
Renton. 

The EPA also wi ll pay for 
one recognized citize ns gro up 
to hire outside experts and to 
gather in form ation so that its 
comments about the plans are 
well-inform ed. 

Th e Qu endall Termin al s 
s ite is be ing cl eaned up under 
the E PA' s S up e r fu n d p ro ­
gr a m, w h ic h ta rge ts t he 
nation's most toxic s it es and 
includes plenty of community 
involveme nt in the clean up 
planning. 

The age ncy will anno unce 
dates for public hearings as 
the cleanup plan is made. Right 
now, the EPA, along with the 
own ers, the Cugini fam ily of 

cleanup, wh ich will cost mil­
lions of dollars ., 

As a S u pe r fu n d site, 
Quendall Terminals is eligible 
for fed eral cleanu p mon ey. 

Th e public wi ll h a ve a 
c ha nce to comm e nt o n the 
EPA's recommendations for a 
cleauup, said Charles Bert , a 
commun ity involvement coor­
dinator for the agen cy . 

A set of recommendations 
typ ic ally can take years to 
develop for a Superfund site, he 
said , but the Quendall Term­
inals site has been extens ively 
studied under the supervis ion 
of the state Department of Eco­
logy. 

The tim eline now depends 
o n how mu ch of th e data col­

_~~:.s~~~;fl:"':;; 

process and the issues to the 
p ublic a nd to list contacts 
wi th th e age ncy , Bert said. 

Developing tha t plan will 
involve interviews with local 
community mem bers to find 
out what they know about th e 
site an d how they wo uld like 
to see it used, he s aid. 

The EPA also will have doc­
uments about the s ite at a cen­
tral place, possibly the Renton 
Municipal Libra ry . 

Part of a typical Superfund 
outreach is a S50,OOO technical ­
assistant gran t for an incorpo­
rated community gro up to ana­
lyze the project . The grant is 
not available to a govern ment. 

"It 's sort of a check and 
balance," Bert said. 

Th e EPA will put out an 
official not ice about the gra nt , 
but those inte reste d can call 
n ert at 360-753-8073. 

'We aren't
 
throwing
 
it away.'
 

LTNOA PRIDDY, EPA PROJECT MANAGER. 
I N TWE CLEANUP WORK TWAn AUlEAOY SEEN DONE 

The state Department of 
Natural Resources is putting 

together aproposal to remove 
pilings in Lake Washington 

between Renton and Mercer 
Island that oncewereused to 

hold log-storage yardsbut I 

now posea threat to boaters. 
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process and the issues to the 
public a nd to list c o ntacts 
with the age ncy , Bert said. 

Developing th at pla n will 
.involve intervi ews with local 
co mmunity members to fin d 
out what they know about the 
site and how they would like I 

to see it used, he said. 
The EPA also will have doc­

uments about the site at a cen­
tral place, possibly the Renton 
Municipal Library. 

Part of a typ ical Su pe rfund 
outreach is a S50,000 technical­
assistant grant for an incorpo­
rated community group to ana­
lyze the project. The grant is 
not available to a government. 

"It's sort of a c he c k a nd 
balance," Bert said. 

Th e EPA will put out an 
officia l notice about the grant, 
but those interested can call 
Bert at :J60-753·8073. 

. ;... . Matt BrashfanlJoumai 
Officials believe that slicks like these on Lake Washington are the result of flowfrom underground contamina­
tion. such as creosote and coal tar, at the Ouendall Terminalssite innorth Renton. 
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